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While there are many more so-called “rules of show business” floating around, there are 25 “rules” that have endured through the Vaudeville era, P.T. Barnum, Broadway, Hollywood AND into today’s world of contemporary showmanship. 

When you apply these so-called “rules” to your on-air performance as both; a talent --or-- programmer, you come to realize that they still apply after all these years—especially for what we’re trying to accomplish at radio. 

They’re simple but powerful. Break THESE rules at your own risk: 
Know thy audience. 

Look & Act the part. 

Learn your lines. Prepare and rehearse. 

Set out to ENTERTAIN them beyond their expectation. 

The show must go on. 

Open BIG and End BIG. 

The “star” goes in the middle/gets the spotlight. 

Always speak into the microphone or look into the camera. 

Make sure you give them what they paid/came to see/hear. (If they came to hear you sing your hits, you must sing your hits) 

Never turn your back on the audience. 

Never let the audience know you’ve made a mistake. (If a prop fails, keep going!) 

He who fails and then succeeds gets bigger applause than he who succeeds every time. 

Suit the action to the word and word to the action. 

Develop your own style, act, schtick. 

If they like it once-they’ll love it twice. 

Don’t try to upstage a bigger star. 

If you work with kids or animals, be prepared to be upstaged. 

Never let them see/hear you out of context. 

You need a nice hero that the audience can root for. 

You need a mean villain the audience can root against. 

Don’t spoil the ending for others. 

Always leave them wanting more. 

Always go out on a high note. 

Thank your fans/take your bows. 

Don’t believe your own PR/Don’t read your reviews. 

It takes talent, courage and discipline to be a professional performer. Nearly everyone has some kind of “talent”, but few have the courage to be different and even fewer have the discipline that it takes 

The views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily that of AllAboutCountry.com 

